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Kept for Jesus 
By Ida A. Guirey 


ET my life be kept for Jesus, 
Wholly yielded to His will— 
Time and talents all devoted 
His good pleasure to fulfill; 


Daily guided by His Spirit 
In the way that He shall choose, 
Every thought to Him made captive, 
My desire in His to lose; 


Filled each moment with the fullness 
Flowing from the Fount above, 

Trusting in each precious promise, 
Resting in His boundless love. 


Ld 


|. Times of Refreshing 


When the lame man was healed at 
the Beautiful Gate of the Temple, Peter 
seized the occasion to preach one of his 
strong, short sermons to the Jews. In 
the course of it he said, “Repent ye 
therefore, and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out, when the times 
of refreshing shall come from the pres- 
ence of the Lord.” Who among the 
Lord’s people today does not long for 
times of refreshing from Him? And He 
is still ready to give them. Last sum- 
mer in this department the Tres 
quoted several striking passages from 
Dr. A. T. Pierson’s book, “Knowing the 
Scriptures,” and the editorial corre- 
spondence showed that readers were 
very grateful for these extracts from 
one of the older writers. There is in 


their writings a depth, a richness, a pen- 


etrating quality not often found in the 
Christian literature of this century. So 
it seems good once again to dip into an 
old well, which is still fresh and living, 
and draw from it some _ refreshing 
draughts for all Sunpay ScHoo.t Times 
readers who really thirst for the bless- 
ing of God. These will be taken from 
“Prayer and Its Answer,” by S. Irenaeus 
Prime, D.D. (Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
New York, 1882, out of print). It is the 
story of the first twenty-five years of 
the Fulton Street Prayer Meeting in 
New York City. It consists mainly-of 
true stories from real life of miraculous 
answers to prayer, interspersed with 
historical details of that remarkable 
prayer meeting founded in September, 
1857, and much Scriptural teaching on 
prayer. Dr. Prime wrote three earlier 
volumes on the meeting, and they had 
a tremendous circulation in America 
and England, and the first was 
lated into several other languages and 
distributed in many countries. It is a 
pity that they have all been lost to the 
present And now from his 
introduction comes the following: “What 
this than all 
else, have grown to be 
an unbelieving age [1882] We want 
prove everything though 
science never proved anything One 
theory is good until seems to 


trans- 


generation 


age of ours needs 


is FAITH. We 


more 


science to 


another 
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be better. God is, and God is the only 
sure foundation on which the human 
mind may rest . Unto us has come 
the revelation of His Word, whose prom- 
ises are none other than the infinite 
verities of Him who cannot lie. We 
take them as they stand, and seeing Him 
who is invisible we pray. When 
God instructs us to pray for what we 
want, and connects the gift with the 
asking, as a condition precedent, it is 
the very substance of.our religion to 
accept the offer and expect the fulfil- 
ment of the promise. To be bothered 
about the nature of God, the infinite 
littleness of our efforts, and the vastness 
of His concerns, as reasons why He will 
not take notice of our requests, is all 
idle. The very hairs of our heads, and 
the sparrows, are under His eye. How 
much more the moral and Spiritual in- 
terests of the world in which He reigns, 
and which have their issues in eternity. 


. . Then let us pray. Whatsoever we 
want let .us pray for it. Health, life, 
eternal life, salvation for our friends, 


whatsoever things we have need of, let 
with our desires to God who 
giveth liberally. His will ought to be 
our will, and asking in submission to it, 
we have whatever we ask. The 
grace of God is to be made manifest in 
the wonderful manner in which the de- 
sires of His people are granted.” 


uS gO 
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lll. Attaining the Impossible 


This 
Rev 


T ONE of our great Keswick con- 
A ventions some years ago we 

had been searched through and 
through as the result of the address by 
our then chairman, the late Mr. Fred 
Mitchell, on the subject of pride. There 
must have been four or five thousand 
people present that night, and we were 
all conscious that God Himself was in 








* Comfort for Dark Days 





“And let us not be weary in well 
doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not” (Gal. 6:9). 























is the third in a series of editorials on the Victorious Life by the 
E. L. Langston of Bournemouth, Eng. 


our midst searching our innermost be- 
ings both speakers on the platform as 
well as those who were being spoken to. 
After that solemn address our chairman 
suggested that there might be some in 
that large congregation who would like 
to have a personal talk with some of the 
speakers on the platform, if they had 
any difficulties which they found were 
obstacles to living this life of real 
humility, lowliness of mind, esteeming 
each other better than ourselves (Phil. 
2:3). Those of us on the platform went 
down among the crowd and a man of 
about sixty years of age -had a talk 
with me. 

“Mr. Langston,” said he, “I find that 
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this life which you teach here at Kes- 
wick, of victory over sin, is an impos- 
sibility. The standards that you hold 
up to us are impossible for us to attain. 
For forty years I have been a church 
officer, church treasurer, senior deacon; 


I have brought up my family ‘in the , 


nurture and admonition of the Lord,’ 
we have morning and evening prayer.” 

I could see the man was desperately 
in earnest and, as far as possible, he 
had set out to live this life of holiness, 
but he was finding it very difficult to 
live up to the divine standards of holi- 
ness. He had a hard, dominating person- 
ality and his very orthodoxy and zeal 
for the Lord made him angular and 
hard. He told me his children did not 
really love him; even his wife held him 
in awe, his fellow deacons were more or 
less under his thumb, and at times he 
knew he was a thorn in the side of his 
pastor. He was difficult to get on with, 
for he would have his own way in 
everything. He was prosperous in his 
business, a zealous servant of the Lord, 
yet desperately unhappy because of that 
thing that had been revealed to him es- 
pecially that evening—his pride. 

“I cannot live this life,” he said. “I 
have tried and failed and I have come 
to the conclusion that God does not ex- 
pect us to attain this life of unbroken 
fellowship with Himself. We are ‘to 
strive for the perfection which our Lord 
commands, but it is only attained when 
we get to Heaven. Am I right, or are 
you right?” 

While he was talking, I was asking 
God to give me wisdom how to deal 
with him, for he was really in soul- 
anguish. Then I said to him (I believe 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit): 
“My friend, there is not a man on the 
Keswick platform who has been speak- 
ing to you this week who has not had 
something of the experience which you 
are now undergoing. The revelation of 
the power of inward sin, of the curse 
of spiritual pride, of the despair of 
living this life of holiness and unbroken 
fellowship with God comes to all of us, 
and I want to tell you how the Lord 
told me, and has told us all who have 
been speaking to you this week, how 
to be delivered from the power of our 
fallen nature. There comes a moment, 
and it is possible for you it has come 
tonight, when the Lord says to you: ‘I 
know you cannot live this life; I know 
that My demand for holiness and purity 
and victory and perfection are too high 
for you to attain; I know how impos- 
sible it is for you to fulfill these com- 
mands; but if you will only now, of 
your own free will, give to me your 
body as a voluntary act, to be “a living 
sacrifice,” I will come into your body 
by my Spirit and will live My life in 
you. You are nothing, you are nobody, 
you have no power of yourself to help 
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yourself; you are weak and helpless and, 
in yourself, hopeless; but when the 
Lord, the Holy Spirit, possésses your 
body, He will display, show forth, My 


presence, My purity, My holiness, My 
victory over the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil in you.’ 

“Will you, therefore, come to the 


Cross and see in Him the One who 
was crucified for you? There on the 
cross not only was He your sin-bearer, 
but He took your fallen nature and put 
it to death; believe it now, accept it 
now, and count yourself in Him dead 
unto sin, unto the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil. Here and now let Him live 
His life in you.” 

I cannot tell you the joy that came 
into that man’s life that night, as he 
let go everything and let God in His 
fullness possess him. When he went 
home, his wife found a new husband; 
the children, a new father; the pastor, a 
new helper and friend, for he had en- 
tered into the experience of Galatians 
2:20: “I am _ crucified with Christ: 
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nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” 

Do you long to enter into this life of 
victory over the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil, this life of fellowship with 
the Father? You can live it. Will you 
not pray the prayer of that man that 
night: “Lord, I cannot live this life, but 
I give to Thee that whith Thou hast 
asked of me, my body, to be ‘a living 
sacrifice’; to hand it over to Thee, to 
control, to direct, to possess. Come, 
Lord, in Thy fullness and live Thy life 
in Thine own way in me.” And you 
will find what he found, the glorious 
experience foreseen in the Lord’s words, 
“I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abun- 
dantly.” 

(This series Of editoridls on the Vic- 
torious Life, by the Rev. E. L. Langston, 
will be continued two weeks hence, in 
the issue of August 29.) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


The Source of the Letter 
in Mr. Eikland’s Article 


In your Sunpay Scuoo.t Times of 
July 11, page 603, you quote from the 
September, 1952, issue of The Evangel- 
ical Christian as follows: “We elected 
our worthy President by the greatest 
majority ever recorded in history.” 
The President was elected in Novem- 
ber. How can the above statement be 
true, as quoted in the September issue, 
two months before election?—An Indi- 
ana reader. 

When the second installment of the 
Rev. Olav Eikland’s article on “The Per- 
secution of Protestants in Colombia” 
was edited for the issue of July 11, the 
Editors had before them a copy of The 
Evangelical Christian for September, 
1952, and quoted the priest's letter ver- 
batim from that issue. As much of the 
letter as was quoted in The Evangelical 
Christian last September was given in 
The Sunday School Times. The reader, 
whose letter appears above, jumped to 
the conclusion that President Eisen- 
hower was meant—though he was not 
mentioned—and that therefore the edi- 
tors of The Evangelical Christian and 
The Sunday School Times were at best, 
asleep. But the President to whom the 
priest referred was Franklin Roosevelt. 

THe Sunpay Scuoot Times has in its 
editorial files a facsimile of the entire 
letter in the handwriting of the Rev. 
Father Patrick Henry O’Brien, which, it 
is declared, was written from Rochester, 
N. Y., February 11, 1937. A facsimile of 
the envelope in which it was mailed to 


a Philadelphia pastor is also shown, with 
the canceled postmark. This letter, and 
one other, purporting to come from the 
same priest, were published in a pam- 
phlet entitled “Washington Under the 
Sway of Romanism!” by the Rev. Angelo 
Di Domenica, D.D. (which may be had 
from him at 37 Campbell Ave., Haver- 
town, Pa., 15 cents a copy). Dr. Di Do- 
menica says in a foreword that he was 
not able fully to establish the identity 
of the supposed priest, but he adds: 
“His letters are a clear demonstration 
that he was a Catholic priest who might 
have used this fictitious name to hide 
his identity. His vocabulary is the vo- 
cabulary of a priest who is acquainted 
with the Canon Law of the Church. He 
demonstrates convincingly the intrigues 
and aspirations of the Roman Church in 
America with the complicity of some 
spineless political men in Washington 
who seek more their personal advan- 
tages than the welfare of our country. 
In this group, as it is seen in these two 
letters, was included President Roose- 
velt who became a tool in the hands of 
the cardinals in America. ... The ap- 
pointment of Mr. Myron C. Taylor as 
his personal representative to the Vati- 
can demonstrates it.” Dr. Di Domenica 
was formerly a Roman Catholic and is 
pastor emeritus of St. John’s Baptist 
Church, Philadelphia. 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


Lesson for August 30 


like life itself—a varied experi- 
ence, sometimes pleasurable, some- 
times painful, and often neither ex- 
tremely pleasurable nor very painful, 
but just steady plodding. Either stress 


C ite tite a high mountain is much 


of danger or awareness of beauty may ° 


so intensify perception that a wealth of 
experience is crowded into a moment. 
At other times, as when the climber 
trudges toward a summit that appears 
never to come nearer, moments seem 
like hours. And in the higher ascents 
there is more plodding than excitement. 
The inspired moments and the achieve- 
ment of standing on a coveted summit 
come, but they must be earned. On the 
title page of his autobiography, Dr. 
Abraham Flexner, whose work revolu- 
tionized medical education in America, 
has this quotation from the Greek poet, 
Hesiod: “Before the gates of excellence 
the high gods have placed sweat.” So 
with the mountains; the cost of gain- 
ing the lofty peaks is exertion and 
plenty of it. 

There comes to mind an ascent of 
the Mount of the Holy Cross in Colo- 
rado. This peak, just under 14,000 feet 
and bearing on the red rocks of its face 
a gigantic cross made by two snow- 
filled gullies, is nationally famous. 
Strangely enough it is known chiefly by 
name and by picture. Few tourists ever 
see it because it is off the beaten path; 
few climb it because it is so trouble- 
some to reach. It was in the company 
of Joseph T. Radel, at that time Assist- 
ant Supervisor of the San Isabel National 
Forest, that I ascended this noble moun- 
tain in July, 1948. Mr. Radel is active 
in the work of the Christian Business 
Men and Young Life Campaign, and to 
climb with a fellow believer was a 
happy experience. 

Making a predawn start from 
a camp outside Leadville, we 
drove to a point near the little 
town of Minturn, above which 
the trail began and led up to a 
pass at an elevation of about 
11,000 feet. Here it dropped 
with disconcerting steepness a 
good thousand feet into a wood. 
ed canyon, through which a 
stream rushed. We _ stopped 
briefly at an abandoned cabin 
by the side of the stream and, 
crossing over, made our way 
upward. It had begun to rain. 
The vague trail mounted 
through timber to the tree line, 
where in the rocks it dwindled 
away. Clouds shrouded the 
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ll. Mountain Views 


The rewards of a hard climb even when 
there was no view from the summit 


° 


This is the second article in the series 
by the headmaster of the Stony 
Brook School for Boys. There will 
be two more, in the next two issues. 
As this issue goes to press an airmail 
note, dated July 30, comes from Dr. 
Gaebelein, in Switzerland, saying, 
“The other day I climbed the Matter- 
horn—a long pull, but worth the 
effort.” 








mountain, but we kept on over jumbled 
boulders, gaining a sharp ridge which 
disappeared into the mist. At intervals 
along this ridge were a few stones placed 
on top of each other; these we followed. 
The ridge was composed of a number of 
small humps and, as each loomed 
through the clouds and was topped, 
there was still another ahead. Momen- 
tarily the mist thinned, showing through 
the drizzle the true summit, distorted in 
the half-light and towering over us in 
discouraging bulk. But we kept on until, 
after a scramble up the summit rocks, 
we found ourselves at last on the peak. 
There was no view—only the cold, 
swirling mist. The register in the cairn 
recorded climbs several years before by 
an officer in the mountain troops and a 
professor of engineering. It was too 
cold and wet to linger at the summit, 
so we clambered down the ridge, 
guided again by the little stone piles. 
Zigzagging the mountainside at timber 
line put us on the trail, and late in the 
afternoon we were once more at the 
cabin in the canyon. Now very tired, 
we rested before setting our jaws for 
the interminable climb up and out of 
the canyon. It is a wearisome business 


to toil upward when coming back from 
a climb, yet sometimes it has to be done. 
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Northwest Arete of Mt. Sir Donald, British Columbia 
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By FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Litt.D. 


All things have their end, however, and 
in the dark the pass was reached and 
the trail followed to the car. 

The weather had been dreary, the 
climb mostly drudgery, spacious views 
well nigh nil. But the day remains in- 
delibly and not at all unpleasantly im- 
pressed in memory. The summit was 
one I had long wanted to climb. We saw 
the mountains in one of their less 
friendly moods. And yet the dark day 
had a somber beauty. Best of all was 
a sense of accomplishment in doing some- 
thing hard. 

Life’s journey is for the Christian an 
ascent, though not one of unbroken prog- 
ress. There are valleys to be descended 
and climbed out of. There are humilia- 
tions and defeats to be endured. The 
way is not always fieasant. Like the 
summit ridge of the Mount of the Holy 
Cross on that day in 1948, the path is 
often obscured by mist and hidden in 
clouds. But as we go on, We realize that 
we are not alone. When my friend and 
I saw the little rock piles on the ridge— 
just two or three stones, resting on each 
other—we knew that someone had been 
there before. Often we could see just 
one marker at a time, but were sure that 


another lay beyond. So with life. The 
whole way is not plain. Many times it 
takes us through black clouds. Yet 


Someone has gone before. And with 
confident faith we follow “in his steps,” 
knowing that Christ-is leading on. 

When all is said and done, mountains 
are climbed just by putting one foot 
above another over and over again until 
the summit is reached. True, there are 
specialized techniques — rock-climbing, 
snow-craft, ice-work—yet basic to them 
all is the simple matter of lifting one foot 
after the other. You get tired, and cold, 
and wet, but you go on. And 
when you have gone on long 
enough you are at last there—on 
top. That is how Everest was 
climbed. Despite all the plan- 
ning and strategy and equip- 
ment of that great expedition, 
it would have come to nought, 
had not Hillary and Tenzing 
Norkey, and the others in Col. 
Hunt’s brave band gone on 
ewhen dead tiredness and alti- 
tude made even a single upward 
step a tremendous effort. They 
just kept putting one foot above 
another until they stood on the 
earth’s topmost pinnacle. 

The analogy holds for all true 
achievement. In his old age, 
William Carey, the erstwhile 
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shoemaker who opened India for foreign 
missions and by self-education became a 

master linguist for the glory of God, said 
to his nephew: “Eustace, if after my ré- 
moval anyone should think it worth his 

while to write my life, I will give you a 
criterion. ... If he give me credit for 
being a plodder, he will describe me 
justly. Anything beyond this will be too 
much. I can plod.” 

There can indeed be no great achieve- 
ment without plodding. Yet by itself 
even plodding is not enough. A climb 
in the Selkirks of British Columbia dur- 
ing the summer of 1951 made that pain- 
fully clear. The objective was Mt. Sir 
Donald, the dominant peak in that part 
of the range. It was to be a long climb, 
@or we planned to traverse the mountain, 
ascending the great northwest aréte! 
and descending via the glacier. Ordi- 
narily this climb is made from a bivouac 
not far from the beginning of the aréte, 
but the guide with whom I was climbing 
felt that by making a very early start we 
could do the traverse in one day, even 
though a vertical gscent of nearly 7,000 
feet, some of it rock work comparable 
to the Matterhorn, was required. 

Mt. Sir Donald is a peak of a different 
order from the Colorado Rockies. There 
is a spectacular view of it fronf the Cana- 
dian Pacific Railway at Glacier, B.C. 
Few who see the vast triangle of gray 
rock, piercing the sky at an appalling 
angle, ever forget the sight. It is a for- 
midable climb, though not of extreme 
difficulty for the experienced. 

It was about 3.30 a.m., and dark, as we 
left the Wheeler Hut of the Canadian 
Alpine Club. The first several thousand 
feet were by trail. Neither of us had 
climbed the mountain before, but the 
route had been explained the previous 
evening. In the cooi dawn air we walked 
cheerfully upward, watching the early 
sunlight slant through the evergreens 
into the valley. A while after dawn, the 
guide said, “We’re too far north; I think 
the mountain is back there.” Brief dis- 
cussion convinced us that the trail must 
somehow double back on itself, so on we 
went, steadily mounting higher. Near- 
ing the end of the timber, we stopped 
and looked in consternation. Between 
us and our peak were two other summits, 
Mts. Eagle and Uto! We were miles 
from Sir Donald, and it was after six 
o’clock. (What had happened was that 
we had taken a wrong turn within min- 
utes of our start. Busily talking, we 
had completely missed the way in the 
predawn darkness.) 

There were two alternatives—to go 
back and give up the climb, or to angle 
through the high timber round the base 
of Mt Eagle and then to go up the steep 
slopes into the cirque between Eagle, 
Uto, and Sir Donald, thus reaching the 
base of the aréte. The latter was our 
choice; anyone familiar with British 
Columbia timber will appreciate the 
price we paid for our error. Strenuous 
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effort brought us above timber line and 
into the cirque. Now the real ascent be- 
gan, as we mounted the cliff to the foot 
of the aréte. Here we roped for the 
climb of the superb ridge, often so thin 
that one sits astride the rocks, and so 
steep that it soars overhead like a great 
Staircase made for gargantuan legs. A 
party of young men from the Harvard 
Mountaineering Club was also on the 
mountain; since in roped climbing two 
make much better time than a larger 
group, we soon passed them. The sun 
was warm on the rocks, the sky a clear: 
azure. Except for the fatigue of our long 
detour, it was a thoroughly enjoyable 
though somewhat fast climb, for we did 
the aréte in about four and one-half 
hours. From the sharp little summit 
there was a drop of about 8,000 feet to 
the east into the deep trench of the 
Beaver River. Far below to the south- 
west was the high névé2 of the Ilecil- 
leweat Glacier, and ranged in the dis- 
tance the magnificent profusion of snowy 
Selkirk peaks. 














fo pte. ~ i . 
Dr. Gaebelein at Independence Pass, 


San Isabel National Forest, Colorado 


Time on the summit was limited: it 
was nearing two o’clock, and a long 
descent was ahead. The route down Mt. 
Sir Donald is complicated, but my guide 
sensed the way as we dropped carefully 
from ledge to ledge. At length we came 
to an overhanging chimney * of some dif- 
ficulty. Belayed from above, I managed 
to get down it. The guide followed. It 


_Was a lesson in rock technique to see him 


back down this. vertical crack, climbing 
over and outside the overhangs. I waited 
anxiously below, knowing that a fall in 
such a place might be disastrous. All 
went well until the last overhang. With 
the help of the rope I had come over 
it, but the guide had no such aid. 
He stopped climbing and called down. 
Quickly I climbed to a ledge below him, 
getting high enough for his feet just to 
scrape my shoulder; then, stepping on 
my shoulder, he eased himself down. 
From this point the descent to the final 
cliffs above the Vaux Glacier was rapid. 
The next problem—to find a way across 
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the bergschrund 4— was soon solved by 
a snowbridge. The glacier was easy, a 
bath in the icy glacier stream in the hot 
evening sun refreshing. After some 
bushwhacking through the heavy growth 
of alders, we struck the upper part of 
the trail to the valley. It was dark when 
we arrived at the hut, thoroughly weary 
from seventeen hours of climbing. 


At dawn we had taken a wrong turn- 
ing. We had plodded on, thinking we 
were on the right path, yet with every 
step moving farther from our goal. Then 
a vantage point gave us our bearings. 
Once the error was realized, the wrong 
way had to be given up and an entirely 
new direction taken. 

There are many people in a similar 
case spiritually. They are hopefully and 
sincerely going on in the wrong way. 
They need above all to stop and look, 
realizing that sincerity in error can never 
bring them to God. Conversion is noth- 
ing less than a radical change in life’s 
direction, and Heaven is reached only 
through the right-about-face of complete 
committal to the Redeemer. The one 
way to God is through Him who said, 
“IT am the way. the truth. and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me.” 

(To be continued) 


1A sharp knife edge or ridge 

2The accumulated snow forming the source 
of a glacier. 

*A steep crack or cleft in the rocks. 

‘The crevasse formed between the edge of 
a body of snow or ice and the rock of the 
mountain. 


Reprints of J. Edgar Hoover's 
Sunday School Article 


EPRINTS of the challenging article. 

“The Sunday School—Key to To- 
morrow,” by John Edgar Hoover, Direc- 
tor of the F.B.I.. which was published in 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs of May 5, 1951, 
are still available. 

These reprints are especially useful for 
neighborhood distribution in preparation 
for Rally Day or other special occasions, 
for there is about 1% inches of space at 
the bottom of the reverse side for the 
imprint of your church or Sunday school 
and an invitation to your services. Here 
is a message that also should be carried 
home to parents by every pupil in your 
school. 

Copies may be obtained, postpaid, at 
3 cents each, 25 cents a dozen, $1.50 a 
hundred, $6 for five hundred, or $10 a 


thousand. Address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5. 
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If He had left us a lot of gold, thieves 
would have stolen it in the first century; 
but He left His peace and His joy for 
every true believer, and no power on 
earth can take it from him who trusts. 
—Dwight L. Moody. 
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When Sunday School Pupils Sang for the Queen 


A traditional Christian witness revived in England 
for the coronation of Queen Elizabeth Il 


HERE have been many demonstra- 

tions of loyalty to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth on her coronation, but none 
more wholehearted than the dedication 
of thousands of British Sunday school 
pupils to the same high calling as Her 
Majesty’s own, to serve God and their 
country. 

In most Sunday schools services have 
been held to explain the solemn mean- 
ing of the regalia and the coronation 
ceremony, set as it is within the frame- 
work of the Holy Communion. But more 
impressive—to the onlooker—has been 
the united witness of pupils who have 
marched in procession through busy city 
streets, and then made open witness of 
their faith in God by publicly singing 
His praises in some open space, 

This is not a new idea, for many towns 
have a very long tradition of such open- 
air witness. Robert Raikes started the 
Sunday school movement in 1781, and, 
fifty years later, almost every town in 
Britain arranged its open-air procession 
and hymn festival, to thank God for his 
life and work. 

In Halifax, Yorkshire, on this first oc- 
casion, 14,331 pupils and teachers as- 
sembled, although it was but a small 
market town. They gathered in the his- 
toric Piece Hall (or Cloth Hall), where 
handjoom weavers were accustomed to 
bring their rolls of cloth to sell in the 
small rooms—315 of them—which make 
up the terraced balconies. But, on this 
occasion, the packhorses climbing over 
the mountains carried no merchandise 
but children and provisions for a long 
day’s praise and worship. 

Six years later, the whole town gath- 
ered again to welcome their new Queen, 
the young Victoria, and again the reli- 
gious aspect of the coronation was kept 
well to the fore by the godly men of the 
North. Like the Queen herself, the 
pupils were led to say, “God helping me, 
I will be good,” the words she used when 
the news of her accession was broken to 
her. 

These gatherings had such a good effect 
on the town generally, and recruited so 
many pupils for the Sunday schools, that 
it was decided not to wait for special oc- 
casions, but to hold a “Sing” every five 
years, with additional gatherings when 


royalty visited the town, or some great. 


other occasion offered itself. ‘ 
By the year 1866, the numbers had 
grown to over thirty thousand, and the 
evening before the “Sing” the town 
crier, with his great bell, went round 
declaring the day to be a general holi- 


’ 


By E. V. CHAPMAN 


day. All shops and mills closed; the 
banks and the post office opened only 
for an hour in the early morning, and 
all railway goods traffic was stopped so 
that the porters could help to cope with 
the additional passenger traffic stream- 
ing into the town from village and city, 
from mountain and valley, up to sixty 
or eighty miles away. One family trav- 
eled from Montana, six thousand miles 
away. 

Then the promoters, the Halifax Sun- 
day School Union, realized that what set 
out to be a religious festival, had, in 
fact, become just a holiday, with many 
opportunities for evilly disposed people 
to lead others into temptation. The 
Piece Hall became so crowded that all 
the singers, as well as the six hundred 
men who played musical instruments 
had to be issued with tickets, and in 
the small space left the visitors were 
accommodated, strictly by ticket. Even 
as it is today, there were unscrupulous 
folk who tried to turn even a religious 
festival into a “black market,” and there 
were many attempts at, issuing forged 
tickets, or of “cornering” genuine tick- 
ets for resale at inflated prices, and some 
pilfering and pocket picking. 

Those who sold refreshments and 
souvenirs on the route made enormous 
profits, not always honestly, and the re- 
ligious leaders became anxious to pre- 
Serve the original character of the 
“Sings.” Various factors caused the 
day of the “Sing” to be changed from a 
weekday to a Sunday, so that the abuses 
of street trading, and the consequent 
noise and bustle of the crowds should 
be stopped. 

The vast number of visitors was re- 
duced, for many were busy in their own 
towns and their own churches on -the 
Sunday, but the children from well over 
a hundred large and small schools con- 
tinued to pour into the town to cele- 
brate the continuance of the good work 
of Sunday schools. Each school carried 
its brave banner of crimson, or red, or 
blue, and every brass band which could 
be pressed into service was leading one 
school or another. So they sang for 
the centenary of the Sunday school 
movement in 1871; for Queen Victoria’s 
Jubilee in 1887, and for her Diamond 
Jubilee in 1897. The postponed coro- 
nation of King Edward VII meant a post- 
poned “Sing”? also, and again, in 1911, 
young Christians rejoiced at the corona- 
tion of George V and Queen Mary in 
their traditional “Sing.” So it has gone 
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on. Dark days of war caused a break in 
the tradition. although a couple of 
“Sings” were held at which collections 
were taken for prisoners of war comforts, 
In 1919, bright young voices rang out in 
triumph for the Allied victory, and the 
“Sings” "began to be held in the very 
early hours of a May Sunday morning— 
the King’s Jubilee, the coronation of 
King George VI, peace after victory in 
Europe and Japan, and so on to the 
“Sing” fresh in our mind today when we 
rejoice to have a dedicated young Chris- 
tian queen on the throne. 

Traditionally the “Sing” has always 
enjoyed fine weather. There have been 
exceptions, such as in 1863, when the 
then Prince of Wales stood bareheaded 
in the rain with the children as they 
sang, “God bless the Prince of Wales.” 
Yet, on the whole, the weather has been 
kind to the Sunday school pupils as they 
made this regular witness before the 
townspeople. 

Would this year’s coronation “Sing” be 
spoiled, as the Coronation Day itself had 
been? This question was in all minds on 
the Sunday morning. Gray skies, and 
no sign of a break in them made the or- 
ganizers fear the worst. The band 
played, the great crowd sang, “God Save 
the Queen,” and then, just as the chil- 
dren began to sing, the first feeble rays 
of sunshine broke through. 

The Mayor and the Mayoress and other 
important officials sat in full dignity, but 
all eyes focused on thousands of young 
people singing the Queen’s favorite 


“hymn, “The Lord’s My Shepherd,” and 


as their voices grew stronger in the chal- 
lenge of “Onward Christian Soldiers,” 
many in the great crowd were visibly 
moved. And the sun shone brilliantly! 

British Sunday schools have traveled 
far in their organization since the days of 
Robert Raikes, but his spirit was still in 
evidence as the whole company of young 
life stood in silent prayer and dedica- 
tion, remembering that the Queen had 
asked them to pray for her, and with her, 
and the Mayor, speaking on behalf of 
Her Majesty, echoed her own words, 
spoken to the youth of the Common- 
wealth, “I ask them to pray that God 
may help me faithfully to fulfill the vows 
which I make at my coronation.” 


HALIFAX, ENG, 
we 


A helpful book of choruses using Scrip- 
ture verses as text has been prepared 
by Robert Harkness. These verses were 
Golden Texts in the International Uni- 
form Sunday School Lessons of past 
years, There are about 175 of them, and 
they are especially useful for Sunday 
Schools, young people’s groups, and the 
like. The cost is 75 cents each (paper- 
bound), and they may be obtained from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. Just ask 
for “Scripture Choruses.” 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 30. STANDARDS FOR CHRISTIAN LEADERS 


1 Timothy 3:1-13,; 4:6-16; 5:21, 22; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; printed text, 1 Timothy 4:7-16 


Golden Text.—Neglect not the gift that is in thee. . . . Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; 
that thy profiting may appear to all.—1 Tim. 4:14, 15. 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 
1 Tim. 4:7 But refuse profane and old wives’ fables, and 


exercise thyself rather unto godliness. 


8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profit- 
able unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, 


and of that which is to come. 


9 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation. 
10 For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, be- 
cause we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all 


men, specially of those that believe. 
11 These things command and teach. 


12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example 
of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

INCE the next three lessons are from 
S Paul’s Letters to Timothy, we 

should remind ourselves of the 
place which this young man occupied in 
the life of the apostle. 

Timothy was a native of either Lystra 
or Derbe, cities of Galatia. The evidence 
favors Lystra. He was the son of a 
Greek (not a Grecian Jew), and a Jew- 
ess. His mother, Eunice, and his grand- 
mother, Lois, were godly women, both 
of whom seem to have helped to mold 
the youth’s thoughts, seeing to it that 
he was instructed in the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament. This must have been 
all the more difficult without the active 
co-operation of his Greek father. 

Timothy was converted to Christ either 
during Paul’s first visit to Lystra, or 
shortly after, perhaps through the teach- 
ing of his grandmother and mother, 
whose devotion to the Scriptures made 
them ready for the Gospel at the lips of 
Paul. 

When Paul came to Lystra on his sec- 
ond journey, Timothy had already ma- 
tured as a Christian, and was held in 
high regard by the churches of the sur- 
rounding district. The apostle was at- 
tracted to the youth, and invited him 
to join the apostolic party. So that the 
young minister’s influence with the Jews 
should not be lacking, Paul circumcised 
him, on the ground of his being a Jew 
on his mother’s side, and by training. 
Apparently Timothy was ordained at 
the same time, if 1 Timothy 4:14 refers 
to this occasion. 

Timothy became the devoted helper 
of Paul, and continued so right to the 
' time of the apostle’s death. Responsible 


to doctrine. 


in faith, in purity. 
13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, 


14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee 
by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 


15 Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; 


in them: 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


< “ < “ 


missions were committed to the young 
man’s hands, and many a time he eased 
the load of his older fellow worker. 

Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy is 
generally believed to have been written 
from Rome, during the apostle’s second 
imprisonment there, and when he was 
anticipating martyrdom. There is not 
the same certainty about the date of 
the First Epistle. Ellicott and others be- 
lieve that it was written shortly before 
the second imprisonment, and after a 
visit to Ephesus, where Paul had left 
Timothy to oversee the work of the 
church there. This accounts for the 
emphasis on church order in these chap- 
ters. They are full of good counsel for 
pastors, and especially young pastors, 
who should read these pastoral epistles 
(1 and 2 Tim. and Titus) again and 
again. 

The article on Timothy in the Inter- 
national Standard Bible Encyclopaedia 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., 5 vols., $35), should be 
carefully read, as well as Alexander 
Whyte’s chapter on Timothy in his 
“Bible Characters” (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 2 vols., 
$12.50), as part of the preparation for 
this lesson. Read also the Acts (begin- 
ning at 16:1) and both letters to Timo- 
thy for all biographical notices of this 
fine young minister. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Tim. 4:7.—“But refuse .. . fables, 
and exercise ... gOdliness.” Fables and 
godliness do not mix. The fables, being 
trivial, frivolous, and false, destroy god- 
liness. Godliness calls for all the dis- 
ciplined exercise of the athlete, without 
such hindrances. 

Verse 8—‘“For bodily exercise ... 
little: but godliness . all things.” 


that thy profiting may appear to all. 

16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue 
for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and 
them that hear thee. 


the Inter- 


The apostle here draws a contrast. Bod- 
ily exercise, whether engaged in on a 
religious basis or just as a gymnast, “is 
profitable for a little” (A.S.V.), that is, 
its profit extends only over a little por- 
tion of the life. On the contrary, true 
piety covers “all things,” enriching the 
whole of the present life, and laying up 
stores for the life to come. 

Verse 9—“A faithful saying and 
worthy of all acceptation.” See I Tim- 
othy 1:15; 3:1; 2 Timothy 2:11; Titus 3: 
8. The phrase is found only in the pas- 
toral epistles, and seems to refer to say- 
ings current among the churches. On 
some of these sayings Paul sets the seal 
of approval. Here it refers back to the 
statement in verse 8. 

Verse 10.—‘We both labour and suffer 
reproach ... the living God .. . Saviour 
of all men ... those that believe.” This 
is Paul’s personal, practical response to 
the “faithful saying” of verse 8. There 
is no “universalism” here, but a clear 
distinction between “all men” and 
“those that believe.” To the former 
God is Saviour in a providential sense, 
to the latter in the full evangelical sense. 

Verse 11.—‘These things command 
and teach.” Here is the authority of 
the minister of Christ, coupled with his 
teaching office. Twentieth century 
saints do not care to be commanded! 

Verse 12.—“Let no man despise thy 
youth; but be thou an example of the 
believers.” Timothy’s youth was to be 
counterbalanced by a manifest spirit- 
ual maturity. His exemplary conduct 
was to be his answer to critics. 

Verse 13.—“Give attendance to read- 
ing, to exhortation, to doctrine.” Three 
acts of public ministry are in view here 
—the reading of the Scriptures, the ex- 
horting (calling the saints to action), 
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and the teaching. Timothy was to be 
diligent in all three. (Note: the defin- 
ite article is attached to all three in the 
Greek.) 

Verse 14.—“Neglect not the gift... 
given thee by prophecy ... the hands 
of the presbytery.” The reference is 
doubtless to the time of Timothy’s ap- 
pointment to accompany Paul (Acts 16: 
1-3), when apparently the elders of the 
church (Acts 14:23) joined Paul (2 Tim. 
1:6) in a service of ordination for the 
young man. The “gift” refers to an en- 
duement of some special kind by the 
Holy Spirit, bestowed upon Timothy at 
the time of his ordination. 


Verse 15.—“Meditate .. . give thyself 
wholly ... that thy profiting may ap- 
pear.” More correctly, “Be diligent in 
these things: be [always] in them” in 
the sense of giving constant heed to 
them. This is the positive aspect of the 
“don’t neglect” of verse 14. By such 
discipline Timothy’s progress in godli- 
ness and ministerial effectiveness would 
be clearly seen. 

Verse 16—‘“Take heed unto thyself, 
and unto the doctrine .. . thyself, and 
them that hear thee.” His own spirit- 
ual condition was to be as much Tim- 
othy’s care as the correctness of his 
teaching. A minister who is not saving 
himself, in the sense of maintaining 
spiritual health, has little likelihood of 
saving hfs hearers. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

There are not two standards of con- 
duct in the church of Christ, one for 
the ministers and another for the con- 
gregation. The same abstinence from 
evil and the ‘same conformity to the 
likeness of Christ are required of all. 
The responsibility resting upon the min- 
ister to maintain these standards is just 
the moreepressing, inasmuch as he is the 
leader of the people, is looked to as an 
example, and any failure on his part 
has more far-reaching repercussions. 
Men expect more of the minister. They 
will tolerate in a “layman” what they 
will condemn in the “clergy.” 

On one occasion we attended a school 
function with friends whose daughters 
were graduating. After the affair we 
saw a clergyman standing outside, smok- 
ing-a cigarette. One of our friends said 
disgustedly, “I think it is horrible to 
see a minister smoking!” Her own 
husband was a smoker, but she thought 
nothing of it! - ~ 

It will do no good for the minister to 
complain about a double standard. It 
is just that people expect him to live up 
to the standard, whether others do so or 
not. So the minister, or the elder, or 
the deacon, or any Christian leader, may 
as well shoulder the burden, and seek 
the all-sufficient grace to carry it. 

Our lesson portions, then, tell us of 
the responsibility of the elder or bishop 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. August 23.—The Christian’s Prayer 
Life. Matthew 6:7-13; 1 Timothy 
2:1-8; Romans 8:26-28 
Next Week’s Lesson 
10. September 6.—The Christian’s Use 
of Possessions. Luke 12:16-23; 1 
Timothy 6:1-19 








(1 Tim. 3:1-7) and of the deacon (vs. 
8-13) to live on a high plane of disci- 
pline and godliness, and then of the spe- 
cial obligation of the minister (4:7-16). 
Now these qualifications for the offices 
of elder and deacon are standards of 
conduct which the whole church is ex- 
pected to maintain. The apostle’s con- 
tention is that members who do not 
maintain these standards are disquali- 
fied from office, and not until by their 
conduct they are “adorning the doc- 
trine” should they be considered for 
places of leadership. 

As for the minister himself, see how 
Paul insists on his care for his own 
spiritual life. It must not be a case of 
Song of Solomon 1:6. He is to avoid 
fads of asceticism, but be a real spirit- 
ual athlete, striving after godliness (1 
Tim. 4:7, 8), even if it means toil and 
reproach (v. 10). He is to secure his 
ministerial authority, not by a dictator 
technique, but by an exemplary life 
which commands respect (vs. 11, 12). 
He is to be diligent in his ministerial 
tasks (v. 13), developing his gifts to. the 
fullest extent (vs. 14, 15). But he is 
to be as careful of his own spiritual life 
and of his outward conduct as of his 
doctrine (v. 16). 

The other portion of our lesson (2 
Tim. 3:14-17) tells us by what means a 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HERE did Paul find Timothy? 
2. What was Timothy’s religious 
background? 

3. Why did Paul circumcise Timothy 
when he was so determined not to have 
Titus circumcised? (Gal. 2:3-5.) 

4. What is the meaning of the name 
Timothy? 

5. Why did Paul Iéave Timothy at 
Ephesus? 

6. Why did Paul write this First Let- 
ter to Timothy? 

7. What two forms of exercise are 
compared in our lesson? 

8. What is the most effective way for 
a minister, young or old, to secure and 
preserve his authority as a minister? 

9. What three forms of public minis- 
try are listed as important in our les- 
son? 

10. What is the best textbook avail- 
able in Pastoral Theology? 


(Answers on page 709) 
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minister may cleanse his way—“by tak- 
ing heed thereto according to thy word” 
(Psa. 119:9). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Standards for bishops (1 Tim. 3:1-7) 

2. Standards for deacons (vs. 8-13) 

3. Standards for pastors (4:7-16) 

4. The Book of standards (2 Tim. 3:14- 
17) 


Topics for Development 

Exercise. Two kinds of exercise are 
touched on in our lesson—bodily exer- 
cise, and exercise for godliness. Some 
believe that the bodily exercise men- 
tioned (1 Tim, 4:8) refers to ascetic dis- 
ciplines of the body, practiced by a 
growing sect in the province of Asia, 
which later developed into Gnosticism. 
Whether this, or the practice of the ath- 
lete, is in view, Paul says that it is 
profitable for a little. The extent of its 
value is limited. On the other hand, 
being an athlete in godliness brings 
profit over a wide area—this present life 
and the life to come. Contrary to the 
notion of some, there is profit in godli- 
ness now (1 Tim. 6:6). I knew a Scot- 
tish evangelist whose decision to accept 
Christ was on this wise: “Here goes for 
a miserable life, and heaven at the end!” 
He has since found the first part of his 
expectation was happily disappointed! 
No matter what we lose for Christ’s 
sake, we are always the winner. 

Ministerial Authority. Paul wrote to 
Timothy, “Let no man despise thy 
youth” (1 Tim. 4:12). Today he would 
have to write to older ministers, “Let 
no man despise thy old age.” The tab- 
les have turned—for better or for worse 
we shall not discuss. Now this young 
man was to exercise an authority be- 
yond his years (v. 11), and he was 
liable to run into resentment. How was 
he to overconie the prejudice against 
his youth? Not by waving a letter from 
the Apostle Paul before the congrega- 
tion, nor by displaying his ordination 
certificate; not by assuming a dictato- 
rial manner and calling Heaven to wit- 
ness to his right to be obeyed. A dis- 
play of authority would only destroy his 
authority. While his authority as ae 
minister came from God, there was only 
one way to secure its recognition—by 
showing himself worthy of it. Let him 
give full evidence of his maturity in 
word, in conversation (behavior), in 
charity (love), in spirit, in faith, in pur- 
ity, so that his life was a challenge to 
all, young and old: then his authority 
would be beyond dispute. No minister 
ever exercised more authority than 
Robert Murray McCheyne of Dundee, 
Scotland, and he did it, not by a display 
of authority, but by a life so Christlike 
that even wicked men were awed by 
it. He died at the age of twenty-nine. 
No one despises his youth, even a cen- 
tury after. 
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Personal Applications 

A man whose own conduct is undis- 
ciplined cannot exercise effective lead- 
ership in the church of God. 

The body should be neither neglected 
nor indulged, but cared for and disci- 
plined as an instfument of the service 
of Christ. 

A healthy soul in a healthy body: but 
if a choice must be made, spiritual 
health is of infinitely more importance, 
for time and for eternity. 

Sound doctrine and unsound conduct 
are an ill-matched pair, whose offspring 
will be confusion and hypocrisy. 

The reading of the Scripture is not 
a “preliminary,” but a vitally impor- 
tant part of every service, and it ought 
to be well done. 


Golden Text 

1 Tim. 4:14, 15.—“Neglect not . . . med- 
itate.” Our King James Version does not 
bring out the contrast here. The same 
basic word is used in the Greek, only 
the first is in the negative form, the 
second in the positive. We might say: 
“Do not lack care... . Give care.” The 
minister who is not making progress is 
heading for failure. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNsS 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, for this day and its 
privilege of Christian worship and in- 
struction we thank Thee. Open our 
minds and hearts to Thy Word, grant- 
ing us grace to heed it in our lives as 
well. Where we have failed Thee, for- 
give us, and help us to overcome our 
temptations and besetments. May we 
remember that we influence others, and 
be careful to lead no one astray, but 
rather to help them to love and serve 
Thee. Give strength and wisdom to all 
Christian pastors, teachers, and mission- 
aries that by life and word they may 
draw many to Thee. Bless our homes 
with a spirit of harmony and helpful- 
ness. Bring peace on earth and speed 
the coming of our Lord to reign, for His 
sake and glory. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—lIt is a responsible 
thing to be a Christian, especially a 
Christian leader. Paul presses this 
home on Timothy when he says, “Be 
thou an example of the believers.” 
Other people take direction for their 
lives from Christian leaders, and the 
leader must be right if others are to be 
led aright. That is why Paul says, 
“Take heed unto thyself.” To do so re- 
quires care about both our outward and 
our inner life. On the inside as well as 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


on the outside we must be right in the 
Lord’s sight. A famous artist once said 
he did not dare look upon a bad pic- 
ture because for days it influenced him 
so much he could not paint well. And 
if we are careless about what we fix 
thought and mind upon, what mental 





“Take Heed to Thyself” 


TO WHAT YOU ,, 











pictures we make ours, if we let our 
soul’s gaze dwell on what is bad, we 
shall be so influenced by it as to be un- 
able to reproduce Christ in our lives as 
Christians should. 

Even if we are not leaders, the lowli- 
est Christian has a sphere of influence 
and needs to be always at his best. A 
youth in a large iron works was acci- 
dentally burned one day. “Send for the 
doctor,” was the cry of the other work- 
men. But the sufferer said). “Never 
mind the doctor. Is there someone here 
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who can tell me how to get saved? I’m 
dying without God.” But no one ven- 
tured to help him, and in twenty min- 
utes he was gone. One of those present 
was a backslidden Christian. Later he 
said: “I have heard his cries ever since. 
I wished I could have pointed him to 
Jesus, but my life closed my lips.” 
Take heed to yourself always, lest your 
life close your lips when they should 
be open to help a soul in need. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M, Olson 

“Exercise thyself rather unto godli- 
ness” (1 Tim. 4:7).—Since “godliness” is 
mentioned in contrast with the “pro- 
fane and old wives’ fables,” it can be 
concluded that the fables were mainly 
concerned with the superstitious ideas 
and customs which play a large part in 
heathendom, and also impress multi- 
tudes in Christendom. 


LET’S GET DOWN TO FACTS! 





Copies of Mr. Russell’s cartoon on the dedication of a baby (issue of July 12, 1952), 
printed in blue on pink cards, may be had at 15c each, 2 for 25c, 10 for $1, 100 for $8, 
from the Rev. J. E. Russell, 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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It is amazing how many people are 
in real bondage to hosts of superstitions 
connected with the bringing of good 
luck and the avoiding of evil. This is 
especially true of women, hence the ex- 
pression, “old wives’ fables.” Godliness 
delivers from such bondage. 

During the war, thousands of charms 
and hundreds of mascots were given to 
servicemen to ward off “bad luck.” Even 
such a man as Cardinal Spellman flew 
to Korea to distribute charms to the 
men in service. It is pathetic to see a 
mature, educated person placing faith 
in a piece of cloth or metal, even after 
scores of men have been killed while 
wearing such things. 

“Have a thirteenth floor in this build- 
ing?” queries a part owner of one of 
the famous office buildings in New York. 
“Never!” The 13th floor is sometimes 
difficult to rent; tenants prefer to go 
higher or lower. The 13 hoodoo affects 
more otherwise sane men than is ac- 
knowledged. Many of the famous busi- 
ness buildings in this country have no 
13th floor—the fourteenth story follows 
the twelfth. As the names of tenants 
are arranged alphabetically on _ the 
directory, the omission is seldom noticed. 

“For bodily exercise profiteth for a 
little time” (1 Tim. 4:8, marg.). When 
a famous doctor said a man was more 
likely to get well by climbing a tree 
than by drinking a concoction made of 
its leaves, his thought was that, ordin- 
arily, exercise is better than medicine. 

The instruction of the pulpit and Sun- 
day school may well be likened to the 
food provided at the family table. It 
may be abundant in quantity, and 
nutritious in quality, but food without 
exercise makes dyspeptics. There are 
many Christians today who have all the 
symptoms of spiritual dyspepsia. They 
need exercise more than they need 
food. The Lord says to His disciples, 
“Go work to day in my vineyard.” 

“Go to work,” said the famous English 
doctor to his rich, dyspeptic patient, “go 
to work. Live on sixpence a day, and 
earn it!” 

“Godliness is profitable unto all 
things.” Physical exercise is only bene- 
ficial during a-person’s lifetime, but god- 
liness is profitable even to eternity! 
Trusting in the living God, knowing 
Him as He is revealed in Christ, and 
bringing Him into all the details of 
everyday life is practical godliness. 

As soon as a deaf-mute mother was 
able to go outdoors, after the birth of 
her son, she picked up a stone and 
brought it into the house, and dropped 
it on the floor beside the crib in which 
her infant was sleeping, and watched 
the child. She wanted to know whether 
her child had the sense of hearing. When 
the little one turned toward her at the 
sound, she wept for joy. “So I look at 
my child,” said another parent, “and 
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ask, shall he have spiritual perception? 
I would rather have him a humble, 
godly Christian than wear all the hon- 
ors this world could lavish on him.” 

“ .. who is the Saviour of all men 

.’ (1 Tim. 4:10).—A friend of mine 
has imbibed the false doctrine that God 
will ultimately save everyone, and this 
is one of his so-called “proof texts.” 
This text proves no such thing. The 
title Saviour here is rendered “Rre- 
server” in virtually all the critical ver- 
sions. Salvation from hell, for Heaven, 
is not the thought in the apostle’s mind 
here. All deliverances from fear, from 
danger, from accidents, for all persons 
are wrought by the living God, not by 
charms, talismans, amulets, and fet- 
ishes. God's preserving mercy from 
physical hazards is active toward all, 
but especially toward believers; hence 
all Christians should be characterized 
by a hearty trust in Him, when con- 
fronting dangers. 

Two boys were lost in one of our 
western forests. A day and a night 
passed before they were found. While 
giving an account of what happened 
while they were in the forest, one boy 
said, “When it got dark, I kneeled down 
and asked God to take care of little 
Jimmy and me, and then we went to 
sleep.” 

“An example ... in word, in conver- 
sation lor conduct] ...” (1 Tim. 4:12). 
—Although Timothy was a young man, 
he was to be a pattern to the believers 
in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, 
in purity. 

Herschel R. Griffin, president of the 
Affiliated Teachers Organizations of Los 
Angeles, says: “Many factors are con- 
tributing to the intensification of class- 
room disturbances from antisocial be- 
havior. Teachers have been openly in- 
sulted and threatened; their autos have 
been damaged, and sometimes they have 
been subjected to personal and physical 
abuses.” 

Mr. Griffin said he doesn’t know what 
has become of the old practice of expel- 
ling troublemakers, “but,” said he, “some 
students are taking full advantage of the 
fact that a teacher cannot lay a hand 
on his pupils.” His report indicates that 
most of the behavior problems stem 
from the home. 

Personally, we feel that much of the 
trouble stems from failure on the part 
of educators to encourage attendance at 
Sunday schools. We doubt not but 
what the theory of “self-expression” 
which educators strongly advocated, is 
greatly to blame for the conditions to 
which Mr. Griffin calls attention. 

“Meditate upOn these things...” (1 
Tim. 4:15).—To be the example Paul 
wanted him to be, Timothy was ex- 
horted to give himself unreservedly to 
reading, to exhortation, to teaching. The 
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reading, no doubt, was the public read- 
ing of the Scriptures, because few per- 
sons had copies of them. Both public 
and private reading of the Bible is prof- 
itable. Timothy was to exhort and teach 
others. Reading is an intake. Teach- 
ing is an outflow. Even though we have 
not received a special gift like Timothy, 
we are responsible to give out the 
Word. 
Wawona, CALIF. 
ie 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C., Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the Bible, which is the 

Word of God, through the Apostle 
Paul in his Letter to Timothy, is offer- 
ing us standards for Christian leader- 
ship. How would you like to be a 
leader among your fellows? There goes 
a group of boys on their way to the 
playground. It is not difficult to pick 
out the leader; it shows in his manner, 
and it is indicated by the other fellows 
when he makes a suggestion (maybe 
it’s an order). Possibly you have had 
dreams of being a leader some day, 
maybe tops in your batting average in 
one of the major leagues, or a star ten- 
nis player at Wimbledon. You may 
have thought of yourself as a halfback 
being carried off the field on the shoul- 
ders of your teammates because you 
scored a touchdown and led your team 
to ‘victory in the crucial game of the 
season. There is a thrill in being con- 
sciously a leader. 

Mr. Henry Ford is quoted as saying, 
shortly before he died, that there is 
more rogm at the top in the business 
world today than there has ever been 
before. He should know. He was up 
there during the last thirty years of his 
life. Yet comparatively few reach the 
top. Most men live out their lives on 
the lower levels, either because of the 
lack of ambition, or being unwilling to 
endure the grind of hard work and 
“what it takes.” Hurtful self-indulgence 
and dissipation has cheated many a fel- 
low out of the high satisfactions of lead- 
ership—even talented fellows. The 
statement has been made by those who 
have made a study of it, that out of 
every 100 boys in high school an average 
of ten will reach a high degree of lead- 
ership in whatever profession, business, 
or trade they choose to follow; fifteen 
will become fairly prosperous; sixty-five 
will remain clerks and wage workers; ten 
will land in jail. I would not vouch for 
this statement, because I do not know; 
but as you look over the adult world 
about you today it is very certain that 
some are living in each one of those 
levels. And it would probably shock 
us to know how many of those jail birds 
were among the bright ones in high 


- school and from highly respected fam- 


ilies. 
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Ralph Parlette had an impressive way 
of demonstrating the process. He half 
filled a glass jar with assorted nuts, from 
tiny ones in size to large ones. When 
he shook the jar vigorously, the little 
ones settled to the bottom while the 
large ones worked their way to the top. 
The large nuts represented fellows with 
purpose, ambition, and perseverance. 
The little ones represented the fellows 
who did not care, took on wasteful hab- 
its, cut classes, and were satisfied if 
only they could pass the minimum 
grade. 

But, fellows, the leadership which in- 
sures the greatest and most enduring 
satisfactions is that which follows in 
the footsteps of the greatest of all lead- 
ers, even Jesus Christ our Lord and 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Master. No matter. what your profes- 
sion or business may be, lay the plans 
for it by Christian standards, and let 
your life guide be the Word of God, 
with the Holy Spirit as your teacher. 
Paul tells Timothy that “bodily exer- 
cise profiteth little [in comparison]: but 
godliness is profitable unto all thingsy 
having promise of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come... . Let 
no man despise thy youth; but be thou 
an example of the believers, in word, 
in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity” (vs. 8, 12). 

The wonder of it is that the white 
collar worker or the laborer can be as 
useful and as happy a leader as a mil- 
lionaire can be, or a great politician, or 
a great educator or artist. “I had rather 
be a doorkeeper in the house of my 
God,” says the Psalmist, “than to dwell 
in the tents of wickedness” (Psa. 84: 
10). “By faith Moses, when he was 
come to years, refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleas- 
ures of sin for a season; esteeming the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures in Egypt: for he had re- 
spect unto the recompense of the re- 
ward” (Heb. 11:24-26). Moses was one 
of the greatest leaders of all time. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
‘325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Benumbed Christians.—Neglect not the 

gift that is in thee. . . . Meditate upon 
these things; give thyself wholly to them; 
that thy profiting may appear to all (1 
Tim. 4:14, 15, Golden Text). God will 
never let a man be a loser by serving 
Him. The dense vapors that rise from 
earth to heaven return in pure water; 
so that he gives to God such as he has 
shall receive from Him a good return. 
The spear that is used contracts no rust; 
the sword that is continually wielded re- 
mains untarnished. The bewildered trav- 
eler on the Alps, benumbed with cold, 
gets fresh circulation and warmth by his 
exertions to restore animation to the 
body of another. The reason we have 
so many benumbed and frozen Chris- 
tians today is because there are so few 
personally employed in the work. The 
Alpine traveler was too active to freeze. 
—From W. H. Lewis, D.D. Sent by Nena 
T. Dickerson, Deer Creek, Ill. Prize il- 
lustration, 


Why He Was So Highly Regarded.— 
Exercise thyself ... unto godliness (1 
Tim. 4:7). When Dr. John Watson (Ian 
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Maclaren) was a child, he loved to see 
the procession of elders at the adminis- 
tration of the Lord’s Supper, and one old 
man with very white hair and a meek, 
reverent face specially interested him. 
Some time after, he was walking on the 
road, and passed a man breaking stones. 
The white hair caught his attention, and 
he recognized the elder who had carried 
the cup. Full of curiosit# and wonder, 
he told his father the strange tale. His 
father explained to him that the reason 
the old man held so high a place in the 
church was that although he was one of 
the poorest men in the town, he was one 
of the holiest. “James breaks stones for 
his living, but he knows more about God 
than any person I have ever met.”—From 
the “Life of Dr. John Watson.” Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Old-Age Security.—Godliness is profit- 
able unto all things, having promise of 
the life that now is, and of that which is 
to come (1 Tim. 4:8). One day not long 
ago a friend asked me if I had any secu- 
rity for my old age? I replied: “Yes, I 
have the very best of security—God’s 
own word, ‘My God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus.’ I also have a ‘live’ insur- 
ance, ‘Whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me shall never die,’ and an accident in- 
surance, ‘We know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to 
his purpose,’ and a fire insurance, “The 
heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned 
up... . Nevertheless we, according to his 
promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.’ I 
am also an heir to great wealth, heir ‘to 
an inheritance incorruptible, and unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away.’ ”—From 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Knowing and Walking.—Be thou an 
example of the believers, in word, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, 
in purity (1 Tim. 4:12). You must not 
only know the way yourself, you must 
walk in it. Example is greater than pre- 
cept. A gentleman was seeking direc- 
tions in a strange city, andthe person of 
whom he inquired was vague and unsat- 
isfactory. Another, coming up and see- 
ing the stranger’s perplexity, asked him 
where he wished to go. On being told, 
he replied, “Just come along with me, I 
am going that way myself.” When par- 
ent and teacher can say to the child, 
“Come along with me, I am going that 
way myself,” they talk in a language 
any child can understand.—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fet- 
cham, Surrey, Eng. 


Don’t Omit a Word for Sinners.—Give 
attendance to ... exhortation (1 Tim, 4: 
13). Some years ago it was the custom 
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in a certain theological college for the 
student who had preached in sermon 
class to go into the principal's room next 
morning for a quiet talk on the sermon. 
On one such occasion the revered and 
saintly old principal said to the young 
man before him: “It was a good sermon 
you gave us yesterday; the truth you 
dealt with was well arranged and well 
presented. But your sermon had one 
omission—a grave one. There was not 
one word in it for a poor sinner like me.” 
—From the United Methodist Magazine. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Never Off Duty.—Take heed unto thy- 
self, and unto the doctrine; continue in 
them: for in doing this thou shalt both 
save thyself, and them that fear thee (1 
Tim. 4:16). “Why do you stand in such 
an unbecoming position?” the Duke of 
Wellington once asked an officer caught 
slouching in uniform. “I am off duty, 
sir,” the man replied. Then the Duke 
cautioned, “A British officer is never off 
duty. -Resume your military position.” 
Likewise a Christian is always “on duty,” 
a photograph for Christ.—From Herald of 
Holiness. Sent by Charles V. Naugle, 
Macungie, Pa. 


The Result of a Decision.—Take heed 
unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; con- 
tinue in them (1 Tim. 4:16). I knew two 
boys who had almost the same chance 
that Timothy had to follow the example 
of a great saint. Each one was reared in 
a Christian home, and had been taught 
Bible verses from his babyhood. Each 
one went to Sunday school from Begin- 
ners up through the departments. Each 
one professed to believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Saviour. Up to high 
school age they went along about the 
same. Then one boy decided he would 
not yield his life to the Lord. He knew 
God was calling him to do something for 
Him, but he didn’t want to do it. He 
wanted to live his life in his own way. 
So he began to skip church and Sunday 
school, for he felt guilty when he came. 
He has had a sad life. Married twice, 
and divorced twice, he is now breaking 
his heart because the judge will not let 
him have his son, whom he loves dearly, 
but gives the mother charge of the child. 
His whole life has been wrong from the 
day he refused to do God’s will. He 
knows it, and admits it, but is so stub- 
born he still will not yield his will to 
the Lord, though he has never been an 
unbeliever. The other boy decided to 
give the Lord control of his life. He 
wanted to do the will of God. He went 
to a Bible institute and later to college 
and seminary, and has been for many 
years a preacher of the Gospel. He mar. 
ried and had a happy Christian home. 
. .. What a difference! All because of a 
decision for or against God.—F rom Ethel 
S. Low, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, 
Tenn, 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


SETTING AN EXAMPLE 

Y FIRST-GRADERS love to draw 

pictures. One day I asked them 
to draw pictures showing how they 
helped at home. We had many amus- 
ing pictures, with strange figures wash- 
ing dishes, sweeping the floor, or carry- 
ing wood. In some cases it was 
necessary to have the child explain his 
picture before the rest of us could guess 
what it was meant to illustrate. One 
little boy drew a large man with a small 
boy walking behind him. The boy 
looked exactly like the man. 

I said, “Tell us about your picture.” 
He said, “That’s me, helping Daddy.” 
I asked, “What are you doing?” In- 
stantly the little fellow replied, “I do 
whatever Daddy does!” 

I wished his father could have heard 
him! It might have made him change 
his example in certain respects. That 
little boy’s words and his picture ex- 
hibit strikingly the power of example. 

Most of you girls will be mothers 
some day, if the Lord doesn’t come 
first. Your example will influence your 
daughter more than that of anyone else 
in the world. Are you the kind of girl 
you want your daughter to be? What 
you are now is determining the kind of 
woman you will become And even 
now your example is influencing others. 
Do the younger girls in the Sunday 
school want to be like you, when they 
grow older? Does knowing you make 
them want to be better Christians? Has 
anyone been brought to the Lord be- 
cause of you? 

A Christian girl was working in a 
department store. She prayed that she 
might be a blessing there. She said a 
word for the Lord now and then, but the 
other girls were not interested. One day 
when she was alone in the office, one of 
these other girls came in. She had 
seemed particularly worldly and unap- 
proachable, but she said, “Will you go 
to lunch with me sometime? Every 
time I see your happy face I feel you 
have something I don’t and I want to 
know about it.” The girls went to 
lunch together, and the Christian girl 
found it easy to lead the other one to 
the Saviour. He had used her example 
to prepare the heart of the worldly girl. 
Timothy, to whom Paul wrote two 
Epistles, was just a young man. What 
made Timothy a real power for God? 
We can get some idea by reading the 
advice given him by the Holy Spirit 
through Paul. Turn to 1 Timothy 4:6- 
16. Let’s read these verses one by one, 
and see if we can apply them to our- 
selves. 

Verse 6—We should talk to others 
about God’s Word. When we remind 
someone else of one of God’s promises, 
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it helps us as well. 

Verse 7 tells us to pay no attention to 
superstitions, but to concern ourselves 
with godliness 

Verse 8 3odily exercise is useful for 
this life, but godliness is profitable for 
the next world as well. 

Verse 10.—One who is godly cannot 
expect to be popular in an ungodly 
world. To be a joy to the Lord and a 
blessing to others is worth infinitely 
more than passing popularity. 

Verse 11.—Again we are reminded to 
pass on to others what we know of the 
Word of God. 

Verse 12.—When I was in college, the 
Christian group chose this verse as a 
motto for the year. Some of us were 
younger than the average college stu- 
dent, but we wished to be a blessing to 
others in spite of that. Though Timo- 
thy was one of the younger men in the 
Ephesian church, this fact was not to 
lessen his influence. He was to be an 
example in six things. Name them. 

Now read verses 13 to 16. Timothy 
was to read good books. He was to use 
the gift God had given him. He was 
to think about the Lord’s things so as to 
be careful of his behavior and beliefs. 
This would make his life a blessing to 
others. 

The life of Captain Allen Gardiner 
really counted for the Lord, and his ex- 
ample sent many more people to the 
mission field 

Last week we found that when Zulu- 
land closed its doors to missions for a 
time, Gardiner headed back to South 
America. Though he was not able to 
find a mission board that would support 
him in South America, he decided to 
go without any support. believing that 
God was calling him there. He could 
not forget his early impressions when 
his ship had stopped at different ports 
in South America. Everywhere he had 
seen poverty, superstition, and sin. So 
now he went back to the neglected con- 
tinent; but wherever he tried to enter, 
he was opposed by the Roman Catholic 
Church. Once after going through ter- 
rific hardships, he managed to get 
through to an Indian settlement in the 
interior. But the Indians would not let 
him stay among: them, for their expe- 
riences with the Jesuits had made them 
opposed to any sort of missionary. 

Captain Gardiner was keenly disap- 
pointed that he could not get into South 
America as a missionary. After his 
former hardships in Africa, and now un- 
successful efforts to get into South 
America, his friends felt that he had 
done all that could possibly be ex- 
pected of him, and that he was entitled 
to live in comfort for the rest of his 
life. But Gardiner would not do that. 
He felt he must still carry the Gospel of 
Christ to those without God and without 
hope. So he sailed to the island of New 
Guinea to see if he could evangelize the 
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natives there. But the Dutch people in 
charge refused him admission. They 
said, “You might as well try to teach 
the monkeys in the jungle as to teach 
the natives here!” 

Gardiner answered, “If they are 
human beings, they are part of ‘every 
creature’ to whom the Lord said the 
Gospel was to be preached.” But still 
they turned him away. 

Instead of going back discouraged to 
England, Gardiner thought of the 
southern tip of South America. He 
knew there was no mission Station in 
the Falkland Islands, nor on the south- 
ern coast of Patagonia. Here the cli- 
mate was bad, the soil poor, the popu- 
lation thin, and the natives unfriendly, 
so the church of Rome had not started 
work there. Next week we want to fol- 
low him to Patagonia, 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


Ww 
For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Learning To Work for God 
(2 Tim. 3:14-17; 1 Tim, 4:12) 

ROBABLY the most effective review 

of the last lesson is to have a prayer 
period at the opening of class. As you 
hear the children praying for the items 
stressed last week, you can judge how 
effective the teaching has been. There 
may be answers to prayers to record in 
class. 

Use, if available, a picture of the 
child Timothy being taught the Scrip- 
tures by his mother and grandmother. 
Did your mother or grandmother tell or 
read you Bible stories when: you were 
little? Timothy’s mother and grand- 
mother taught him the Bible, but the 
Old Testament was all they had then. 

One day Paul came to their town on 
his first missionary trip and told the 
wonderful story about the Lord Jesus 
Christ, whom the Bible promised. How 
glad they were to know that their 
Bible had come true! They believed in 
the Lord, and became Christians. On 
Paul's second trip he came through their 
town again. Timothy was such a fine, 
helpful boy that Paul chose him to travel 
on with him and help Rim. Perhaps at 
first it was only to build the fire and 
cook the meals, but soon he learned, by 


listening to Paul and by God’s Spirit in , 


his heart, how to tell others about the 
Lord Jesus and teach them to live as 
good Christians. 

Then came the days when Paul was 
in prison. Now Timothy and other 
helpers had to do all the teaching in 
Paul’s place in far-off churches. Paul 
wrote Timothy two Letters to help him 
know what to teach others and how to 
behave himself. Find them. What did 
he tell Timothy to have men pray for 
in the prayers at church? (1 Tim. 2: 
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1-4, 8.) Carolyn, who was the first to 
find the Timothys in her Bible, may go 
look for the Second Letter in the big 
Bible at the front of the room. (Have 
ready there an envelope with letter en- 


closed.) Listen for two ways that Tim- 
othy was to teach others. This is the 
letter: 


My dear Timothy: 

Stick by what you have learned and 
believed. You know who your teach- 
ers were. Ever since you were a baby 
you have known the holy writings in 
the Bible. They can teach you to be 
saved by believing in Christ Jesus. 
Every bit of the Bible is given by God. 
It is good for teaching people, for tell- 
ing them what is wrong, for setting 
them right, for training them in doing 
right. In it God’s man has all he 
needs, ready for any kind of good 
work. 

Don’t let anyone look down on you 
because you are young. But be a pat- 
tern for Christians by what you Say, 
by what you do, by your love, by your 
faith, by your goodness. 

With love, 
APOSTLE PAUL 


_ Now, what was Timothy to use in 
teaching? The Bible. It would have 
everything he needed to tell what was 
right and wrong. But there was a sec- 
ond way of teaching. Timothy was to 
be a walking picture or pattern of what 
a Christian should be and do. Others 
could look at him and know how they 
ought to do. 

Do you have work to do for God? 
“We are labourers together with God” 
(1 Cor. 3:9, Memory Verse), Paul wrote 
the Corinthians. Will we need to know 
the Bible? Sunday school is one place 
to learn it as well as home. Will we 
need to behave ourselves as_ perfect 
Christians? Everywhere! 

We might learn one more thing from 
the Bible today, ourselves—the names 
of two more of Paul’s Epistles, Titus, 
and Philemon. How many of you will 
be able to name all of Paul’s Epistles 
next Sunday? 

Orono, MAINE. 

YS 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


O YOU like to receive letters? Of 

course you do. All boys and girls 

like letters. How would you like to have 

lived long, long ago and received a letter 

from the Apostle Paul? How exciting 
that would have been! 

The Letter that Paul wrote to Timo- 
thy long ago is as' much for us as it was 
for him. So we'll sit up straight and 
listen hard, for we would not want to 
miss one word of Paul’s Letter. 

Timothy must have believed on the 
Lord Jesus Christ when he heard Paul 
preach during one of Paul’s missionary 
journeys (Acts 14:6-23; 16:1). Timothy 
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became one of Paul’s dearest friends. 
Paul (who was quite an old man when 
he wrote the Letter) called young Tim- 
othy his “son in the faith” (1 Tim. 1:2), 
and his “dearly beloved son” (2 Tim. 
1:2). Paul often thought of those whom 
he led to the Lord Jesus as his children 
(cf. 1 Cor. 4:14; Titus 1:4: Philemon 10). 
Paul wrote not only to encourage Tim- 
othy (as fathers always like to encour- 
age their sons), but also to tell him (and 
us) how best to serve the Lord. 

Paul told Timothy that no matter how 
sinful other people were (2 Tim. 3:1-9), 
regardless of how unkindly others 
treated him (vs. 12, 13), he was to re- 
member what he had learned from God's 
Word and iive according to that. As a 
matter of fact, when Paul was nearing 
the time of his death (as he was at the 
time of this second Letter, 4:6-8), over 
and over again he emphasized the impor- 
tance of the Word of God. When you 
are in your houses you are at home, 
aren’t you? And just as each person is 
at home in his house, he is also so to 
live in God’s Word that he is right at 
home there. In order to feel at home 
in God’s Word. we must read it and read 
it and read it. We must be like the 
little girl your age who wrote: “Each 
night I decide to read one chapter in my 
new Bible. But it is so interesting and 
I love it so much, that before I know it, 
I’ve read five or six chapters!” She feels 
right at home when she thinks of the 
holy God in Heaven, of the dear Lord 
Jesus. of the awfulness of sin. and of the 
wonderful gift of salvation that she has 
received. Why? Because she reads 
God’s Word and hides it in her heart. 
Timothy should do that, Paul said. And 
so should we. 

Paul reminded Timothy that he had 
known the holy Word of God ever since 
he had been a very little child (3:15; cf. 
Isa. 28:9, 10). Timothy’s mother and 
grandmother had apparently taught him 


well (1:5) when he was very yaung. 
Why did they teach Timothy God's 
Word? God had commanded that all 


parents do exactly that (Deut. 6:6-9). 
Because God is holy. His Word is also 
holy. Holy men of God wrote the Book 
as they were led by God's Holy Spirit (2 
Pet. 1:21). By reading and obeying it, 
Timothy had become wise enough to un- 
derstand the way of salvation (2 Tim. 3: 
15). And so will we. How good it is 
that Timothy learned God's Word as a 


little child. How important that we 
learn it! 
(Teacher’s Note: Charles Haddon 


Spurgeon, the great English preacher, 
makes this remarkable statement: “The 
holy Scripture may be learned by chil- 
dren as soon as they are capable of 
understanding anything. It is a very re- 
markable fact, which I have heard as- 
serted by many teachers, that children 
will learn to read out of the Bible better 
than from any other book. I scarcely 
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know why—it may. perhaps, be on ac- 
count of the simplicity of the language— 
but I believe it is A Biblical fact 
will often be grasped when an incident 
of common history is forgotten. There is 
an adaptation in the Bible for human 
beings of all ages,-and therefore it has 
a fitness for children. We make a mis- 
take when we think that we must begin 
with something else and lead up to the 
Scriptures. ...In it... there are brooks 
wherein a lamb may wade. Wise teach- 
ers know how to lead their little ones 
into the green pastures beside the still 
waters.”) 

In another of Paul’s Letters to Timo- 
thy (1 Tim. 4:12) he commanded that 
Timothy should be an example to all 
other Christians in several ways: (1) By 
what he says: (2) by what he does; (3) 
in his love for others; (4) in his faith 
toward God; (5) in his pure life. And 
in these same ways we, too, should be 
examples to others. 


so. 


LANCASTER, PA. 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 703) 

1. At Lystra or Derbe (probably the 
former. Acts 16:1, 2). 

2. His father a Greek, and ap- 
parently heathen, while his mother and 
his grandmother were godly Jewesses 
(Acts 16:1; 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15). 

3. Timothy, on his mother’s 
side, was brought up in the Jewish 
faith, but TituS was a pure Greek. 

4. One who honors God 
to honor, and theos, God). 


was 


Jewish 


(from timao, 


5. To counteract false teaching which 
was endangering the church (1 Tim. 1: 
3, 4). 


6. To instruct Timothy in matters of 
church order (3:14, 15). 

7. Bodily exercise and spiritual exer- 
cise (4:7, 8). 

8. By living an exemplary and Christ- 
like life (4:11, 12). 

9. The reading of the Scriptures, the 
exhortation, and the teaching (4:13). 


10. The Bible (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 


E_muurst, ILL. . 
ve 
“Christian Science and the Bible 
Compared” 


HE articles by Mrs. May Humphrey 

Pease on “Christian Science and the 
Bible Compared,” which appeared in 
THE SUNDAY ScHOOL Times of July 21 and 
28. 1945, have again been reprinted in a 
16-page pamphlet. Copies may be ob- 
tained at 10 cents each; 50 cents for six: 
90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for 50; $6 per hun- 
dred, from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 30 


5. Nature’s Open Windows to God 
(Job 38:1-14, 22-41) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

God is love, 

I see it in the sky above me. 
God is love, 

I feel it in the air about me. 
God is love, 

All nature doth agree; 


But the greatest love in the wide, wide 
world 
Is His love for me. 
Helen H. Lemmel 


HE theme of this little chorus, used 

in past years so effectively by Helen 
Howarth Lemmel in her work among 
children, may be used as the theme of 
this fifth topic in the series, “Refreshing 
Aspects of the Bible.” This week's topic 
may almost be considered as an exten- 
sion of last week’s, when we thought 
about the wonders of the heavens, for it 
is the same wonder-working God, who 
flung forth the myriads of suns, and who 
has maintained them in their courses 
ever since creation, who also paints up- 
on the clouds the glory of the sunset, 
and who forms the fleeting symmetry of 
a snowflake, the exquisite beauty of a 
wild flower, and the thrilling, delicate 
song of the white-throated sparrow. 

The child of God, redeemed through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
Saviour. can see on every hand, in his 
own body and in the world about him, 
the marvelous skill and provision of his 
Heavenly Father. He bows in adoration 
as he contemplates the way in which God 
has designed the various parts of his 
body and adapted him to live here upon 
this earth, where the variation of only 
a few degrees in normal temperatures 
would make life impossible. He sees 
God's provision in the astounding inter- 
relationship between the insect, 
and animal world. He marvels at the 
delicate chemical balance in the atmos- 
phere that we breathe, and the intricate 
physical laws, whose failute might make 
of this earth either a frozen waste or a 
fiery furnace. 

$e 

But, as we saw last week, the mere 
knowledge of these wonderful facts is 
not enough. Many men have contem- 
plated them and have turned away 
thankless, failing to See behind them the 
loving provision of a Creator who loved 
this world to such a degree that He was 
willing to send His only Son to die on 
the cross that man might be saved. Won- 
derful as these things are they do not 
reveal God's tender love for man. Mere 
nature can also be terrible and relentless, 
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as those who have had to face the fury 
of a typhoon, or the blood-chilling blasts 
of an arctic storm, or the unbearable 
heat of a waterless desert can testify. It 
is only through God’s revelation of Him- 
self to man, first to the patriarchs and 
prophets of old, and later through the 
person of His own Son, and finally 
through the written Word, that man 
knows God as He really is and comes to 
understand His tender love and provision 
for weak and wandering mankind. 
$e 

It is from one of these revelations of 
Himself that the Scripture portion for 
our topic this week has been chosen. 
The Book of Job is believed to be one 
of the oldest of the books of the Bible, 
possibly having been written even before 
the Pentateuch. There is every reason 
for believing that Job was a real person, 
and not, as some would tell us, merely 
a character in an epic poem. He is gen- 
erally credited with having been con- 
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temporary with Isaac and Jacob, and 
possibly Joseph. 

The theme of the Book is the problem, 
“Why do the godly suffer?” And it be- 
gins by presenting Job as a righteous 
man whom God could point out to Satan 
as one who was “perfect and an upright 
man, one that feareth God, and eschew- 
eth evil” (Job 1:8). But Satan countered 
that, although this was true, Job was 
prosperous and blessed of God. He chal- 
lenged God to withdraw His blessing 
from Job and to permit him (Satan) to 
afflict him. Then, said Satan, Job would 
turn upon God and curse Him. 

The permission was given for Satan 
to afflict Job, but with the restriction 
that his life might not be touched. We 
see misfortune and disaster overtaking 
Job and his family. At first he refused 
to curse God although urged to do so 
by his wife. Three of his friends arrived 
to “comfort” him in his difficulties. They 
all seemed to have been God-fearing 
men, but the first only added to Job's 
affliction by implying that, since God is 
holy and just, Job must be an ungodly 
sinner reaping what he had sown. The 
second friend was no more helpful. He 
was even less courteous than the first, 
pointing out from tradition that since 
God will not cast off a perfect man, 
Job must be wicked. The third friend, 
describing the greatness and ominiscience 
of God, called upon Job to confess his 
sin and repent and be restored to God’s 
blessing. 

To the dogmatic and often cruel words 
of his friends Job made reply. He repu- 
diated the guilt with which they charged 
him, but he could not rid himself of a 
conviction that God was to blame for all 
the suffering that had come upon him. 

ve 

Finally God spoke to Job out of the 
thunderstorm. He had heard the com- 
fortless words of Job’s friends and He 
had heard Job’s complaint and wailing. 
So He revealed Himself to Job as the in- 
finitely holy and righteous Creator, be- 
fore whose righteous judgments and in- 
finitely wise decisions frail man is as 
nothing. All of man’s speculations and 
boasted discoveries are as nothing. 

Notice in this thirty-eighth chapter, 
from which our Scripture verses are 
chosen, the questions that God asks Job 
—questions for which Job had no an- 
swer, and for which man today, with all 
his learning and science, still has no an- 
swer. They cover every department of 
what men call natural science—geology, 
meteorology, geography, Oceanography, 
astronomy, and the like. 

The blessed result of this discourse 
was that Job at last saw his own nothing- 
ness, and his pride and presumption in 
daring to reprove God. Finally, his pride 
in the dust and his self-righteousness 
stripped from him, Job confessed his 
pride and says, “I have heard of thee by 
the hearing of the ear: but now mine 
eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor my- 
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self, and repent in dust and ashes” (Job 
42:5, 6). Because of this change of heart 
in Job we read that “the Lord blessed 
the latter end of Job more than his be- 
ginning” (Job 42:12). His possessions 
were restored and seven sons and three 
daughters were born to him to replace 
those he had lost during his affliction. 
ed 

As we see and meditate upon the mar- 
vels of God’s creation this summer, let us 
remember the questions God put to Job, 
and, like him, bow in wonder and in a 
sense of our own nothingness before the 
Creator of these wonders. May we, too, 
repent of any doubts or presumption that 
has been in our hearts, and open them 
wide to the One who, in spite of His in- 
finite greatness, deigns to knock and ask 
to come in (Rev. 3:20). 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








The Biblical Tlustrator—Philippians- 
Colossians. Edited by Joseph S. Exell. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $4.95: subscription price, $4.50.) 
Like its companions, this volume, one 
of fifty-seven in the set, is a treasure- 
house of comment on the Biblical text. 
A reprint of an old, but still useful work, 
it provides abundant material collected 
from the works of leading teachers and 
preachers. Most of the quotations are 
sermonic in form and represent a vari- 
ety of homiletical methods: expository, 
textual, topical, and the like. This book 
is really two in one, the amount of helps 
in each half of the book being enough 
to make large, comprehensive commen- 
taries on Philippians and Colossians, re- 
spectively, containing exhaustive and 
evangelical treatment. 


Expository Notes—Isaiah—By H. A. 
Ironside, Litt.D. *(Loizeaux Bros., New 
York 10; $3.75.)“Surely the events that 
transpired to produce this volume are of 
God.” The foreword tells a thrilling 
story of our Heavenly Father’s provi- 
dence. For several years Dr. Ironside 
had it on his heart to write an exposi- 
tion of Isaiah. All of the material was 
not gathered together for printing until 
after his death. Your faith will be 
strengthened by reading how this was 
done. Those of'us who knew and loved 
him seem to still hear him say, “Isaiah,” 
with a distinct English pronunciation, as 
we turn the pages. When one gets his 
hands upon this latest and last book, 
and remembers that this is the crowning 
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work of many years of ministry, his first 
impulse is to run rapidly through to get 
the comments of the beloved teacher on 
favorite passages. It is good to read 
what he says about “The Virgin’s Son” 
in that much disputed passage of the 
seventh chapter. Of course one must 
pause at the fortieth, fifty-third, fifty- 
fifth, and sixty-first chapters for refresh- 
ment. One rejoices in the author’s scorn 
of the Deutero-Isaiah Theory, as he 
shows how it is impossible at the same 
time to believe this and the New Testa- 
ment handling of Isaiah. The advice 
given young people contemplating mar- 
riage is well put, “Hf you are a child of 
God and marry a child of the Devil, you 
can expect trouble with your father-in- 
law.” How sensible he is in this com- 
ment, “We can appropriate and act upon 
everything spiritual in the Old Testa- 
ment, but we are not at liberty to take 
over the promises that have to do simply 
with temporal things.” Again we like 


this advice, “Of those things which are 
still unfulfilled, stil] in the future, we 
speak 


should not too dogmatically.” 
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Many will say that this last of his 
numerous books is one of his best. 


The Funeral Encyclopedia. Edited by 
Charles L. Wallis. (Harper and Bros., 
New York 16; $3.95.) True to its title, this 
book is indeed encyclopedic with ref- 
erence to funerals. There are suggested 
types of services; Scriptures, hymns, and 
benediction; ninety-one sermons on a 
good variety of texts; a collection of 
poems, and pastoral prayers. Men of 
various shades of theological conviction 
are represented. Preachers of the past 
and the present are in the list of eighty- 
seven whose combined contributions 
provide many. useful ideas. Used with 
discernment, this volume can be of great 
help to the pastor. A complete set of 
indexes makes the material available 
with a minimum of searching. Every 
minister should have at least one such 
source book in his library. It will stim- 
ulate his heart and mind, and give him 
guidance as to that which is appropriate 
in a time when it is exceedingly im- 
portant that he say and do just the right 
thing. The work at hand can meet such 
a need. 


Stories of Hymns We Love. By Cecilia 
Margaret Rudin. (John Rudin & Co., 
Inc., Chicago 5, $1.25.) This charmings 
book continues its popularity through 
the years. Warm, human-interest stories 
about the writers of bgth words and 
music of many of the most beloved 
hymns have here been gathered together. 
The biographical sketches are brief but 
appealing pen pictures that make in- 
forming and enjoyable reading, full of 
rich musical and historical lore. The ar- 
rangement of the material is excellent, 
and the work is thoroughly indexed, as 
to hymns, tunes, and persons. This new 
and enlarged edition includes 74 writers 
and composers, treats fully 39 favorite 
hymns, and mentions 24 others. 


Types of Apologetic Systems. By 
Bernard Ramm, B.D., Ph.D. (Van Kam- 
pen Press, Wheaton, IIl., $3.) Out of the 


abundance of many vague and hobby- 
riding books comes this work by Dr. 
Ramm which is refreshingly objective, 
and presents the subject matter with un- 
usual clarity. His avowed purpose is that 
of whetting the Christian’s appetite for 
apologetics. Since that appetite has been 
failing of late in the Christian world, 
this aufhor has given a tonic in ten 
readable chapters setting forth three 
basic schools of Christian apologetics, 
and synopses of the method and work of 
three men in each school. No one can 
read the book without gathering a fair 
conception of the many efforts in his- 
tory to defend and propound Christi- 
anity. The author’s purpose is not to 
interpret or critically analyze the types 
of apologetics he presents, but to give 
a breadth of perspective for comparative 
study. 


Dr. Ramm has given to the average 
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Christian, and especially to the Christian 
minister, some very valuable tools with 
which to weigh in the balances the vari- 
ous apologetic systems that come to one’s 
ears today. Since Dr. Ramm does not 
display his own personal conviction in 
the book, it is to be hoped that he is 
showing, by the final place he gives to 
the systems stressing revelation, that 
which he considers to be the true Chris- 
tian apologetic system. 


Stories To Tell Boys and Girls. Com- 
piled and edited by Al Bryant. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Mich., $1.95.) Wee Sandy thought that 
no One with good sense would go out in 
the Scottish hills during a howling bliz- 
zard if he did not really have to do so. 
But when the wind took part of their 
sheepfold, and his shepherd-father had 
to go after their sheep, and then when 
Sandy “just had to go find the lost sheep” 
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that had strayed close to the house, he 
understood why Mr. McTavish, their 
minister, had to take care of his “sheep,” 
too. There are thirty-three of these short 
stories, from three to eight pages in 
length, by twenty-seven different auth- 
ors. The plots are very simple, and each 
story teaches a central Christian truth on 
such subjects as obedience, truthfulness, 
honesty, generosity, kindness, personal 
salvation, and obedience to God’s Word. 
This fine collection of stories will be 
welcomed by teachers of children, par- 
ents in the home, and by the children 
themselves, who will find the large, clear 
type and simple words easy to read, and 
the little black and white sketches at the 
end of each chapter most interesting. 


ye 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 24 to 30 
Mon.—Psalm 33:12-22. The Ideal Nation. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the Lord.” Israel 
in the days of David and Solomon 
reached her peak morally and spiritu- 
ally. The term “blessed” was used more 
in those days than ever before or since. 
As there is, as of yet, no ideal Chris- 
tian congregation. so, too, there is no 
ideal nation. However, in God’s chosen 
time it shall be said, “Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the Lord: and the 
people whom he hath chosen for his own 
inheritance.” Pray for Southwest Bible 
and Missionary Conference, Mt. Eldon, 
Ariz. 
Tues.—Jeremiah 23:1-8. - 
The Divine Leader Promised. 
PrRaYER SuccesTIons: “And this is his 
name whereby he shall be called, THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Ali 
the fingers of prophecy point to one glo- 
rious person, the world’s ultimate glo- 
rious Ruler—Christ. He well deserves 
to be called “The Righteous Lord.” The 
last Adam will undo the vast mischief 
of the first Adam. He shall reign. All 
enemies shall be put under His feet. 


Come, great Redeemer, come! Pray for 
Stony Brook Conferences, Stogy Brook, 
Se ar Og 


Wed.—Matthew 6:19-34. 
The Kingdom Put First. 
PraYerR Suacestions: “Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God.” Disciples of our 
Lord constantly need this exhortation. 
The world is our nearest and most exact- 
ing neighbor. It will take great cour- 
age to resist the pressure of the age. 
But only as we yield ourselves to God 
and believe His Word shall we over- 
come. A vision of God and His king- 


dom is the great need of every child of 
God: but the vision many Christians 
seem most moved by is TV. Pray for 
Summit Grove Camp Grounds, New 
Freedom, Pa. 


Thurs.—Matthew 17:1-14. 
Help Through Prayer. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If ye then, be- 
ing evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much more 
shall your Father which is in heaven 
give good things to them that ask him?” 
The greatest good in life is connected 
with prayer. 
don of sin, peace within, perception of 
the will of God, or power for witness 
and work for Christ apart from prayer. 
It is by means of prayer that we are 


most helped to be and do right. Prayer 
is linked to all “good things” from 
Heaven for you. Pray for Sunrise 


Mountain Bible Conference, Silver Bay, 
N. Y. 


Fri.—Matthew 7:21-27. 
Hearing and Doing. 
SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever 
these sayings of mine.” If 
Christ were not God, these words would 
be valueless. Only an eternal person 
could cause hearers down the centuries 
to hear these words and to stand judg- 
ment for their attitude toward them. It 
would be presumption for any human 
being to make the declarations found in 
this passage. How wise are the obedi- 
ent! How foolish those who ignore! 
Pray for Word of Life Camp, Schroon 
Lake, N. Y. 


PRAYER 
heareth 


Sat.—1 Peter 5:1-7. 
The Duties of an Elder. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Likewise, ye 
younger, submit yourselves unto the 
elder.” We need to realize our rank, 
and to honor all men, especially those 
who are over us in the Lord. The call 
of God to all is: “Yea, all of you be 
Subject one to another,” and to “be 
clothed with humility.” God resists those 
who resist authority. Much loose talk 
and unkind criticism would never be 
heard if Christians observed the above 
precept. Pray for Youth for Christ Con- 
vention, Winona Lake, Ind. 


Sun.—Psalm 37:30-40. 
The Ultimate Triumph of Right. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Mark the per- 
fect man, and behold the upright: for 
the end of that man is peace.” In 
most games of chance it is impossible 
to win because the results are deter- 
mined mechanically. God operates 
ull of life, and the destiny of the 
righteous and the wicked is as certain 
as fire burns and water is wet. The 
law of sowing and: reaping is as sure 
as the law of gravity. Pray for Sword 
of the Lord Conferences on Revival 
and Soul-Winning, in different sec- 
tions. 


There can be neither par-. 
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